






































































 

 

 

 
 

PO Box 2111  Dubbo  NSW  2830 
Level 1, 48-52 Wingewarra Street  Dubbo  NSW  2830 

Tel: (02) 6883 5330     Fax: (02) 6884 8675 
ABN 30 841 387 271 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 

DOC19/43278 
SSD 9830 

Ms Bianca Thornton 
Planning Officer 
Industry Assessments 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Dear Ms Thornton 

Cobar BioHub – SSD 9830 

I refer to your email dated 8 January 2019 seeking input into the Department of Planning and 
Environment Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for the preparation of 
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) for the Cobar BioHub (SSD 9830). 

OEH has considered your request and provides SEARs for the proposed development in 
Attachments A and B.  

OEH recommends the EIS needs to appropriately address the following: 

1. Biodiversity and offsetting 
2. Aboriginal cultural heritage 
3. Historic heritage 
4. Water and soils 
5. Flooding 
 

Please note that for projects not defined as pending or interim planning applications under Part 7 or 
the Biodiversity Conservation (Savings and Transitional) Regulation 2017 the Biodiversity 
Assessment Methodology (BAM) must be used to assess impacts to biodiversity in accordance with 
the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act). For this project the BAM must be used. 

The AECOM Environmental Scoping Report (21 December 2018) indicates that the site may contain 
three threatened ecological communities. Two of these communities (the ‘Mallee and Mallee-
Broombush dominated woodland and shrubland, lacking Triodia, in the NSW South Western Slopes 
Bioregion’ critically endangered ecological community and the ‘Artesian Springs Ecological 
Community in the Great Artesian Basin’ critically endangered ecological community) are listed in the 
OEH Guidance to assist a decision-maker to determine a serious and irreversible impact. The 
biodiversity assessment report must include sufficient information (as detailed in section 10.2.2 of 
the BAM) to enable the consent authority to determine whether a serious and irreversible impact will 
occur on these, and any other threatened entity listed in the guidance document. 
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If you have any questions regarding this matter further please contact Erica Baigent, Conservation 
Planning Officer on 02 6883 5311 or email erica.baigent@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

 

PETER CHRISTIE 
Director North West 
Conservation and Regional Delivery 
 
21 January 2019 

Contact officer: ERICA BAIGENT 
6883 5311 

 

Attachment A - Environmental Assessment Requirements 

Attachment B - Guidance Material 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Standard Environmental Assessment Requirements 
Biodiversity 
1. Biodiversity impacts related to the proposed Cobar BioHub are to be assessed in accordance with 

Section 7.9 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2017 the Biodiversity Assessment Method and 

documented in a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR). The BDAR must include 

information in the form detailed in the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (s6.12), Biodiversity 

Conservation Regulation 2017 (s6.8) and Biodiversity Assessment Method, unless OEH and DPE 

determine that the proposed development is not likely to have any significant impacts on 

biodiversity values.  

2. The BDAR must document the application of the avoid, minimise and offset framework including 

assessing all direct, indirect and prescribed impacts in accordance with the Biodiversity 

Assessment Method. 

3. The BDAR must include details of the measures proposed to address the offset obligation as 

follows; 

 The total number and classes of biodiversity credits required to be retired for the 

development/project; 

 The number and classes of like-for-like biodiversity credits proposed to be retired;  

 The number and classes of biodiversity credits proposed to be retired in accordance with the 

variation rules; 

 Any proposal to fund a biodiversity conservation action; 

 Any proposal to conduct ecological rehabilitation (if a mining project); 

 Any proposal to make a payment to the Biodiversity Conservation Fund. 

If seeking approval to use the variation rules, the BDAR must contain details of the reasonable 

steps that have been taken to obtain requisite like-for-like biodiversity credits. 

4. The BDAR must be submitted with all spatial data associated with the survey and assessment as 
per Appendix 11 of the BAM. 
 

5. The BDAR must be prepared by a person accredited in accordance with the Accreditation 

Scheme for the Application of the Biodiversity Assessment Method Order 2017 under s6.10 of the 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 

Aboriginal cultural heritage 
6. The EIS must identify and describe the Aboriginal cultural heritage values that exist across the 

whole area that will be affected by the project and document these in an Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR). This may include the need for surface survey and test 

excavation. The identification of cultural heritage values must be conducted in accordance with 

the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigations of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (OEH 2010), 

and guided by the Guide to investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

in NSW (DECCW, 2011) and consultation with OEH regional branch officers. 

7. Consultation with Aboriginal people must be undertaken and documented in accordance with the 

Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW). The 

significance of cultural heritage values for Aboriginal people who have a cultural association with 

the land must be documented in the ACHAR. 



Page 4 

8. Impacts on Aboriginal cultural heritage values are to be assessed and documented in the 

ACHAR. The ACHAR must demonstrate attempts to avoid impact upon cultural heritage values 

and identify any conservation outcomes. Where impacts are unavoidable, the ACHAR must 

outline measures proposed to mitigate impacts. Any objects recorded as part of the assessment 

must be documented and notified to OEH. 

Historic heritage 
9. The EIS must provide a heritage assessment including but not limited to an assessment of 

impacts to State and local heritage including conservation areas, natural heritage areas, places of 

Aboriginal heritage value, buildings, works, relics, gardens, landscapes, views, trees should be 

assessed. Where impacts to State or locally significant heritage items are identified, the 

assessment shall: 

a. outline the proposed mitigation and management measures (including measures to avoid 

significant impacts and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the mitigation measures) 

generally consistent with the NSW Heritage Manual (1996), 

b. be undertaken by a suitably qualified heritage consultant(s) (note: where archaeological 

excavations are proposed the relevant consultant must meet the NSW Heritage Council’s 

Excavation Director criteria), 

c. include a statement of heritage impact for all heritage items (including significance 

assessment), 

d. consider impacts including, but not limited to, vibration, demolition, archaeological 

disturbance, altered historical arrangements and access, landscape and vistas, and 

architectural noise treatment (as relevant), and 

e. where potential archaeological impacts have been identified develop an appropriate 

archaeological assessment methodology, including research design, to guide physical 

archaeological test excavations (terrestrial and maritime as relevant) and include the results 

of these test excavations. 

Water and soils 
10. The EIS must map the following features relevant to water and soils including: 

a. Acid sulfate soils (Class 1, 2, 3 or 4 on the Acid Sulfate Soil Planning Map). 

b. Rivers, streams, wetlands, estuaries (as described in s4.2 of the Biodiversity Assessment 

Method). 

c. Wetlands as described in s4.2 of the Biodiversity Assessment Method. 

d. Groundwater. 

e. Groundwater dependent ecosystems. 

f. Proposed intake and discharge locations. 

11. The EIS must describe background conditions for any water resource likely to be affected by the 

project, including: 

a. Existing surface and groundwater. 

b. Hydrology, including volume, frequency and quality of discharges at proposed intake and 

discharge locations. 

c. Water Quality Objectives (as endorsed by the NSW Government 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ieo/index.htm) including groundwater as appropriate that 

represent the community’s uses and values for the receiving waters. 
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d. Indicators and trigger values/criteria for the environmental values identified at (c) in 

accordance with the ANZECC (2000) Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality and/or 

local objectives, criteria or targets endorsed by the NSW Government. 

e. Risk-based Framework for Considering Waterway Health Outcomes in Strategic Land-use 

Planning Decisions http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-

publications/publications-search/risk-based-framework-for-considering-waterway-health-

outcomes-in-strategic-land-use-planning 

12. The EIS must assess the impacts of the project on water quality, including: 

a. The nature and degree of impact on receiving waters for both surface and groundwater, 

demonstrating how the project protects the Water Quality Objectives where they are currently 

being achieved, and contributes towards achievement of the Water Quality Objectives over 

time where they are currently not being achieved. This should include an assessment of the 

mitigating effects of proposed stormwater and wastewater management during and after 

construction. 

b. Identification of proposed monitoring of water quality. 

c. Consistency with any relevant certified Coastal Management Program (or Coastal Zone 

Management Plan) 

13. The EIS must assess the impact of the project on hydrology, including: 

a. Water balance including quantity, quality and source. 

b. Effects to downstream rivers, wetlands, estuaries, marine waters and floodplain areas. 

c. Effects to downstream water-dependent fauna and flora including groundwater dependent 

ecosystems. 

d. Impacts to natural processes and functions within rivers, wetlands, estuaries and floodplains 

that affect river system and landscape health such as nutrient flow, aquatic connectivity and 

access to habitat for spawning and refuge (e.g. river benches). 

e. Changes to environmental water availability, both regulated/licensed and unregulated/rules-

based sources of such water. 

f. Mitigating effects of proposed stormwater and wastewater management during and after 

construction on hydrological attributes such as volumes, flow rates, management methods 

and re-use options. 

g. Identification of proposed monitoring of hydrological attributes. 

 

Flooding 
14. The EIS must map the following features relevant to flooding as described in the Floodplain 

Development Manual 2005 (NSW Government 2005) including: 

a. Flood prone land.  

b. Flood planning area, the area below the flood planning level.   

c. Hydraulic categorisation (floodways and flood storage areas).  

d. Flood hazard 

15. The EIS must describe flood assessment and modelling undertaken in determining the design 

flood levels for events, including a minimum of the 5% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP), 1% 

AEP, flood levels and the probable maximum flood, or an equivalent extreme event. 
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16. The EIS must model the effect of the proposed project (including fill) on the flood behaviour under 

the following scenarios:  

a. Current flood behaviour for a range of design events as identified in 14 above. This includes 

the 0.5% and 0.2% AEP year flood events as proxies for assessing sensitivity to an increase 

in rainfall intensity of flood producing rainfall events due to climate change. 

17. Modelling in the EIS must consider and document:  

a. Existing council flood studies in the area and examine consistency to the flood behaviour 

documented in these studies. 

b. The impact on existing flood behaviour for a full range of flood events including up to the 

probable maximum flood, or an equivalent extreme flood. 

c. Impacts of the development on flood behaviour resulting in detrimental changes in potential 

flood affection of other developments or land. This may include redirection of flow, flow 

velocities, flood levels, hazard categories and hydraulic categories. 

d. Relevant provisions of the NSW Floodplain Development Manual 2005. 

18. The EIS must assess the impacts on the proposed project on flood behaviour, including: 

a. Whether there will be detrimental increases in the potential flood affectation of other 

properties, assets and infrastructure.  

b. Consistency with Council floodplain risk management plans. 

c. Consistency with any Rural Floodplain Management Plans. 

d. Compatibility with the flood hazard of the land. 

e. Compatibility with the hydraulic functions of flow conveyance in floodways and storage in 

flood storage areas of the land. 

f. Whether there will be adverse effect to beneficial inundation of the floodplain environment, 

on, adjacent to or downstream of the site. 

g. Whether there will be direct or indirect increase in erosion, siltation, destruction of riparian 

vegetation or a reduction in the stability of river banks or watercourses. 

h. Any impacts the development may have upon existing community emergency management 

arrangements for flooding. These matters are to be discussed with the NSW SES and 

Council. 

i. Whether the proposal incorporates specific measures to manage risk to life from flood.  

These matters are to be discussed with the NSW SES and Council. 

j. Emergency management, evacuation and access, and contingency measures for the 

development considering the full range or flood risk (based upon the probable maximum 

flood or an equivalent extreme flood event). These matters are to be discussed with and 

have the support of Council and the NSW SES.  

k. Any impacts the development may have on the social and economic costs to the community 

as consequence of flooding. 
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ATTACHMENT B  

Guidance Material 

Title Web address 

Relevant Legislation 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/63/full 

Coastal Management Act 2016 https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/20/full 

Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/epabca1999588/   

Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+203+1
979+cd+0+N  

Fisheries Management Act 1994 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+38+19
94+cd+0+N  

Marine Parks Act 1997 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+64+19
97+cd+0+N  

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+80+19
74+cd+0+N  

Protection of the Environment Operations 
Act 1997 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+156+1
997+cd+0+N  

Water Management Act 2000 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+92+20
00+cd+0+N  

Wilderness Act 1987 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/viewtop/inforce/act+196+1987+
FIRST+0+N 

Biodiversity 

  

Biodiversity Assessment Method (OEH, 
2017) 

https://biodiversity-
ss.s3.amazonaws.com/Uploads/1494298079/Biodiversity-
Assessment-Method-May-2017.pdf 

Biodiversity Development Assessment 
Report 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/63/part6/div3/
sec6.12 

Guidance and Criteria to assist a decision 
maker to determine a serious and 
irreversible impact (OEH, 2017) 

https://biodiversity-
ss.s3.amazonaws.com/Uploads/1494298198/Serious-and-
Irreversible-Impact-Guidance.PDF 

Accreditation Scheme for Application of 
the Biodiversity Assessment Metho Order 
2017 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2017-471.pdf 

Biodiversity conservation actions www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/bcact/ancillary-rules-
biodiversity-actions-170496.pdf 

Reasonable steps to seek like-for-like 
biodiversity credits for the purpose of 
applying the variation rules 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/bcact/ancillary-rules-
reasonable-steps-170498.pdf 

OEH Threatened Species Website www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/ 

NSW BioNet (Atlas of NSW Wildlife) www.bionet.nsw.gov.au/ 

NSW guide to surveying threatened 
plants (OEH 2016) 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/threatenedspecies/1601
29-threatened-plants-survey-guide.pdf 

OEH threatened species survey and 
assessment guideline information 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/surveyassessm
entgdlns.htm 
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Title Web address 

BioNet Vegetation Classification - NSW 
Plant Community Type (PCT) database 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research/Vegetationinformationsyst
em.htm 

OEH Data Portal (access to online spatial 
data) 

http://data.environment.nsw.gov.au/ 

Fisheries NSW policies and guidelines http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/publications/policies,-
guidelines-and-manuals/fish-habitat-conservation 

List of national parks http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parksearchato
z.aspx 

Revocation, recategorisation and road 
adjustment policy (OEH, 2012) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/policies/RevocationOfLandPo
licy.htm 

Guidelines for developments adjoining 
land and water managed by the 
Department of Environment, Climate 
Change and Water (DECCW, 2010) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/protectedareas/developmnta
djoiningdecc.htm 

 

Heritage 

The Burra Charter (The Australia 
ICOMOS charter for places of cultural 
significance) 

http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-
2013-Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf 

Statements of Heritage Impact 2002 (HO 
& DUAP) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heri
tage/hmstatementsofhi.pdf 

NSW Heritage Manual (DUAP) (scroll 
through alphabetical list to ‘N’) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/publications/ 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation 
Requirements for Proponents (DECCW, 
2010)  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/com
mconsultation/09781ACHconsultreq.pdf 

Code of Practice for the Archaeological 
Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in 
New South Wales (DECCW, 2010) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/107
83FinalArchCoP.pdf 

Guide to investigating, assessing and 
reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage 
in NSW (OEH 2011) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/201
10263ACHguide.pdf 

Aboriginal Site Recording Form http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/parks/SiteCardMain
V1_1.pdf 

Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/120
558asirf.pdf 

Aboriginal Heritage Information 
Management System (AHIMS) Registrar 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/contact/AHIMSRegistrar.htm 

Care Agreement Application form http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/201
10914TransferObject.pdf 

Water and Soils 

Acid sulphate soils 

Acid Sulfate Soils Planning Maps via 
Data.NSW 

http://data.nsw.gov.au/data/ 

 

 

Acid Sulfate Soils Manual (Stone et al. 
1998) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/epa/Acid-Sulfate-
Manual-1998.pdf 
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Title Web address 

 

Acid Sulfate Soils Laboratory Methods 
Guidelines (Ahern et al. 2004) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/soils/acid-sulfate-
soils-laboratory-methods-guidelines.pdf 

This replaces Chapter 4 of the Acid Sulfate Soils Manual above. 

Flooding and Coastal Erosion 

Reforms to coastal erosion management http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/coasts/coastalerosionmgmt.ht
m 

Floodplain development manual http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/floodplains/manual.htm 

Guidelines for Preparing Coastal Zone 
Management Plans 

Guidelines for Preparing Coastal Zone Management Plans 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/coasts/130224CZM
PGuide.pdf 

NSW Climate Impact Profile  http://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/ 
 

Climate Change Impacts and Risk 
Management 

Climate Change Impacts and Risk Management: A Guide for 
Business and Government,  AGIC Guidelines for Climate Change 
Adaptation 

Water 

Water Quality Objectives http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ieo/index.htm  

ANZECC (2000) Guidelines for Fresh 
and Marine Water Quality 

www.environment.gov.au/water/publications/quality/australian-
and-new-zealand-guidelines-fresh-marine-water-quality-volume-1 

Applying Goals for Ambient Water 
Quality Guidance for Operations Officers 
– Mixing Zones 

http://deccnet/water/resources/AWQGuidance7.pdf 

Approved Methods for the Sampling and 
Analysis of Water Pollutant in NSW 
(2004) 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/legislation/approve
dmethods-water.pdf 

 



   

NSW Department of Industry Lands and Water Division 
Level 49 | 19 Martin Place | Sydney NSW 2000 

landuse.enquiries@dpi.nsw.gov.au  ABN: 72 189 919 072 

 
 
OUT19/188 

 
Bianca Thornton 
Planning Officer 
Industry Assessments 
NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
 
bianca.thornton@planning.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Ms Thornton 
 

Cobar BioHub (9830) 
Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements ( SEARs)  

 
I refer to your email of 8 January 2019 to the Department of Industry (DoI) in respect to the above 
matter. Comment has been sought from relevant branches of Lands & Water and Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI), and the following requirements for the proposal are provided: 
 
DoI -– Water and Natural Resources Access Regulator  
• The identification of an adequate and secure water supply for the life of the project. This 

includes confirmation that water can be sourced from an appropriately authorised and reliable 
supply. This is also to include an assessment of the current market depth where water 
entitlement is required to be purchased. 

• A detailed and consolidated site water balance. 
• Assessment of impacts on surface and ground water sources (both quality and quantity), 

related infrastructure, adjacent licensed water users, basic landholder rights, watercourses, 
riparian land, and groundwater dependent ecosystems, and measures proposed to reduce 
and mitigate these impacts. 

• Proposed surface and groundwater monitoring activities and methodologies. 
• Consideration of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including the NSW Aquifer 

Interference Policy (2012), the Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land (2018) 
and the relevant Water Sharing Plans (available at https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water). 

 
Any further referrals to Department of Industry can be sent by email to 
landuse.enquiries@dpi.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Liz Rogers 
Manager, Assessment Advice 
Lands and Water - Strategy and Policy 
21 January 2019 
 



 

 

 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW)  

241 O’Riordan Street, Mascot NSW 2020  

T 02 8202 2200 | W transport.nsw.gov.au | ABN 18 804 239 602 

 

Ms. Bianca Thornton  
Planning Officer 
Industry Assessments 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
 
Dear Ms. Thornton,  
 

Request for Input: Cobar BioHub (SSD 9830) 
 

Thank you for your correspondence dated 8 January 2019 requesting Transport for NSW 
(TfNSW) provide input into the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements 
(SEARs) for the subject State Significant Development (SSD 9830). 
 
The proposal involves the construction of the Cobar BioHub (the BioHub) serving as a 
regional biomass processing facility for vegetation. The facility would consist of a storage 
and processing plant around 4.2 ha. The proposed site is immediately adjacent to the rail 
corridor of the operational Nyngan Junction to Cobar Railway line currently owned by TfNSW 
and managed by JHR. 
 
On this note, the relevant documents have been reviewed and input into the SEARs has 
been provided in TAB A.  
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Ken Ho, Transport 
Planner, at ken.ho@transport.nsw.gov.au. I hope this has been of assistance. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mark Ozinga 
Principal Manager, Land Use Planning & Development 
Freight, Strategy & Planning 
 
 

CD19/00149 

  

21/1/2019



 

 

TAB A – SEARs input for SSD 9830  

The following SEARs input has been prepared based on a review of the exhibited 

Environmental Scoping Report (ESR). 

Policies and Standards  
 
TfNSW requests that the detailed traffic and transport assessment addresses the relevant 
planning provisions, goals and strategic planning objectives in the following:  

• Future Transport Strategy 2056; 

• A Plan for Growing Sydney; 

• NSW State Priorities; 

• Guide to Traffic Generating Developments (Roads and Maritime Services); 

• Development Near Rail Corridors and Busy Roads – Interim Guideline (2008); and  

• Austroads Guide to Traffic Management Part 12: Traffic Impacts of Development. 

 
Consultation  

TfNSW advises that the proponent consults with TfNSW, Roads and Maritime Services and 
John Holland Rail (JHR) during the preparation of a detailed traffic and transport 
assessment. The proponent should also consult with JHR and Essential Energy regarding 
the installation of an overhead transmission line traversing the rail corridor.  

Transport and Accessibility 
Include a transport and accessibility impact assessment, which details, but not limited to the 
following: 

• accurate details of the current daily and peak hour vehicle, public transport, 
pedestrian and cycle movement and existing traffic and transport facilities provided 
on the road network located adjacent to the proposed development; 

• an assessment of the operation of existing and future transport networks  

• details of estimated total daily and peak hour trips generated by the proposal, 
including vehicle, public transport, pedestrian and bicycle trips; 

• the impact of the proposed development on existing and future public transport 

infrastructure within the vicinity of the site in consultation with Roads and Maritime 

Services and Transport for NSW and identify measures to integrate the development 

with the transport network; 

• details of the proposed number of car parking spaces and compliance with 

appropriate parking codes and justify the level of car parking provided on-site; 

• details of emergency vehicle access arrangements; 

• an assessment of road and pedestrian safety adjacent to the proposed development 
and the details of required road safety measures; 

• details of all traffic types (including vehicle type and the likely arrival and departure 
times) and volumes likely to be generated during construction and operation, 
including a description of key transport routes; 

• detailed plans of any proposed road or intersection upgrades, infrastructure works or 
new roads required for the development (including proposed funding for road 
improvements works if required) 

• sweep path diagrams depicting vehicles entering, exiting and manoeuvring 
throughout the site for both heavy and light vehicles. 

• in relation to construction traffic: 



 

 

o an assessment of cumulative impacts associated with other construction 
activities; 

o an assessment of road safety at key intersection and locations subject to 
heavy vehicle construction traffic movements and high pedestrian activity; 

o details of construction program detailing the anticipated construction duration 
and highlighting significant and milestone stages and events during the 
construction process; 

o details of anticipated peak hour and daily construction vehicle movements to 
and from the site; 

o details of access arrangements of construction vehicles, construction workers 
to and from the site, emergency vehicles and service vehicle; 

o details of proposed construction vehicle access arrangements at all stages of 
construction; and 

o traffic and transport impacts during construction, including cumulative impacts 
associated with other construction activities, and how these impacts will be 
mitigated for any associated traffic, pedestrian, cyclists, parking and public 
transport, including the preparation of a preliminary Construction Pedestrian 
and Traffic Management Plan to demonstrate the proposed management of 
the impact (which must include vehicle routes, number of trucks, hours of 
operation, access arrangements and traffic control measures for all 
demolition/construction activities). 

 

Rail Corridor and Existing Rail Infrastructure 

The EIS shall include a Risk Assessment/Management Plan and Safe Work Method 
Statements setting out work activities; identifying requirements to perform high risk work 
activities in a safe and healthy manner in order to ensure those work activities have no 
adverse impacts on the rail corridor and the existing rail infrastructure;  

Construction  

The EIS shall include a Preliminary Construction Management Plan which details:  

• demolition and construction activities;  

• in relation to construction traffic: 
o an assessment of cumulative impacts associated with other construction 

activities; 
o an assessment of road safety at key intersection and locations subject to 

heavy vehicle construction traffic movements and high pedestrian activity; 
o details of construction program detailing the anticipated construction duration 

and highlighting significant and milestone stages and events during the 
construction process; 

o details of anticipated peak hour and daily construction vehicle movements to 
and from the site; 

o details of access arrangements of construction vehicles, construction workers 
to and from the site, emergency vehicles and service vehicle; 

o details of proposed construction vehicle access arrangements at all stages of 
construction; and 

o traffic and transport impacts during construction, including cumulative impacts 
associated with other construction activities, and how these impacts will be 
mitigated for any associated traffic, pedestrian, cyclists, parking and public 
transport, including the preparation of a preliminary Construction Pedestrian 
and Traffic Management Plan to demonstrate the proposed management of 
the impact (which must include vehicle routes, number of trucks, hours of 
operation, access arrangements and traffic control measures for all 
demolition/construction activities). 



 

 

 

Noise and Vibration  

The EIS shall include a noise and vibration assessment prepared in accordance with the 
relevant EPA guidelines, demonstrating the development would not be subjected to adverse 
noise, vibration and air quality due to the volume of the current rail traffic, particularly should 
the frequency and volumes of the rail traffic increase in the future.  

Flooding and Stormwater  

The EIS shall include a Civil Engineering Report which, amongst other things, details the 
proposed stormwater management and confirms stormwater from the site will not be 
discharged into the rail corridor.  

Excavation  

The EIS shall include a geotechnical assessment detailing excavation activities and 
confirming that the proposed excavation activities will have no adverse impacts on the rail 
corridor and the existing rail infrastructure. 
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Bianca Thornton

From: Fire Safety <FireSafety@fire.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 21 January 2019 2:41 PM
To: Bianca Thornton
Subject: HPE CM: Renewed Carbon Pty Ltd, Lot 604 DP 761557, Lots 1 & 2 DP 755665 and Lot 684 DP 

761738 Barrier Highway, Cobar 

Dear Bianca, 
 
In regards to your email correspondence dated the 8th of January 2019, Fire & Rescue NSW confirms receipt of the 
SEARs report for AECOM Australia Pty Ltd on behalf of Renewed Carbon Pty Ltd (the Applicant) for a proposed 
biomass processing facility at Lot 604 DP 761557, Lots 1 & 2 DP 755665 and Lot 684 DP 761738 Barrier Highway, 
Cobar, in the Cobar Shire local government area (LGA).  
 
It has been the experience of FRNSW that waste recycling facilities pose unique challenges to firefighters when 
responding to and managing an incident. Factors such as high and potentially hazardous fuel loads, facility layout, 
and design of fire safety systems have a significant impact on the ability to conduct firefighting operations safely and 
effectively. Consultation with organisations such as FRNSW throughout the development process enables the design 
and implementation of more effective fire safety solutions that help to mitigate the impact of incidents when they 
occur. 
 
Combustible waste presents ‘special problems of firefighting’ that warrant classification as ‘special hazards’, and 
consideration of provision for special hazards under Clause E1.10 and E2.3 of the NCC.  
 
Fires in waste facilities present specific issues for firefighting, including: 

a) the physical nature of combustible waste and waste by‐products, including fire properties and ignition 
potential of both unsorted and sorted materials 

b) unsuitable storage method, stockpile size, separation distances and accessibility 
c) mechanised waste handling, sorting and processing systems, including vehicles 
d) poor emergency vehicle and/or firefighter access for firefighting intervention 
e) facilities having an inadequate or no fire hydrant system, including water capacity 
f) facilities having an inadequate automatic fire suppression system installed 
g) buildings having an inadequate smoke hazard management system installed, and 
h) facilities having inadequate provision to contain fire water run‐off. 

 
Following a review of the Environmental Scoping Report FRNSW notes  the following: 

 Planned construction of hardstand areas, offices, workshops and other ancillary structures (page 16) 

 Installation of processing plant and equipment (page 16). 
 
FRNSW provides the following recommendations: 

 Consent authorities should issue a condition on the development consent requiring Clause E1.10 and E2.3 of 
the NCC be complied with to the satisfaction of FRNSW, achieved through either providing an acceptable 
solution or through direct consultation with FRNSW. 

 The waste facility is to provide safe, efficient and effective access for emergency vehicles as detailed in 
FRNSW guideline Access for emergency vehicles. Aerial appliance access is to be provided if the facility is 
located within a fire district covered by an aerial appliance. 

 The waste facility is to have a fire hydrant system installed appropriate to the risks and hazards for the 
facility, including a ring main design for redundancy. FRNSW recommends a fire hydrant system designed 
and installed to Australian Standard AS 2419.1‐2017 and have an enhanced standard of performance 
appropriate to special hazards. 

 The waste facility is to have an automatic fire sprinkler system installed if the building has a floor area 
greater than 1000 m² or contains 200 m³ or more of combustible waste material. FRNSW recommends the 
fire sprinkler system be installed to Australian Standard AS 2118.1‐2017. 
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 The waste facility is to have a fire detection and alarm system installed appropriate to the risks and hazards 
identified for each area of the facility. FRNSW recommends a fire detection and alarm system installed to 
Australian Standard AS 1670.1‐2015 Fire detection, warning, control and intercom systems – system design, 
installation and commissioning. 

 Buildings containing combustible waste material are to have an automatic smoke hazard management 
system appropriate to the potential fire load and smoke production rate installed within the building. 

 The waste facility is to have effective and automatic means of containing fire water run‐off, with primary 
containment having a net capacity not less than the total hydraulic discharge of the worst‐case fire scenario. 
The total hydraulic discharge is the discharge from both the fire hydrant system and automatic fire sprinkler 
system for a duration of four hours. Failure to contain fire water run‐off can result in pollution of the 
environment and require a protracted hazardous materials response. 

 The owner is encouraged to engage a fire safety engineer or other suitably qualified consultant to develop a 
performance design specific to the facility and its operations. The performance‐based design should 
consider all possible fire scenarios. 

 The occupier/operator is to develop an emergency plan for the waste facility to AS 3745–2010 Planning for 
emergencies in facilities. An external consultant should be engaged to provide specialist advice and services 
in relation fire safety planning and developing an emergency plan. 

 
Please see the FRNSW fire safety guideline for Fire Safety in Waste Facilities that includes legislated requirements 
and development considerations (planning). 
https://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/gallery/files/pdf/guidelines/guidelines_fire_safety_in_waste_facilities.pdf  
 
While there is currently no requirement for a fire safety study, FRNSW may request one be undertaken at a later 
stage should information be provided such it is deemed that the development poses unique challenges to the 
response to and management of an incident. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 

 
 

FRNSW CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 

The information in this transmission may be confidential and/or protected by legal professional privilege, and is 
intended only for the person or persons to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message you must not read, forward, print, copy, disclose, use or store in any way the information in this e‐mail or 
any attachment it may contain. Please notify the sender immediately and delete or destroy all copies of this e‐mail 
and any attachment it may contain. 

 

Administration Officer  
Fire Safety Administration Unit 
Community Safety Directorate | Fire and Rescue NSW 
T: (02) 9742 7434    
1 Amarina Ave, Greenacre, NSW 2190 | Locked Bag 12, Greenacre, NSW 2190  

 

 

www.fire.nsw.gov.au  
 



      

Postal address  

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Planning and Environment Services 
Locked Bag 17 
GRANVILLE  NSW  2141 

Street address  

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Planning and Environment Services (East) 
4 Murray Rose Avenue  
Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127 

 
T 1300 NSW RFS 
F (02) 8741 5433 
E records@rfs.nsw.gov.au 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

 

The Secretary Your reference:  SSD 9830 
Department of Planning & Environment Our reference:   D19/79 
GPO Box 39                            
SYDNEY NSW 2001 17 January 2019 

 
 
Attention: Bianca Thornton 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 

Cobar BioHub – Barrier Highway, Cobar 2835 
 
 
Reference is made to correspondence dated 8 January 2019 seeking input regarding the preparation of Secretary’s 
environmental assessment requirements for the above State Significant Development in accordance with the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
The New South Wales Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS) has reviewed the information provided and advises that a 
bush fire assessment report shall be prepared which identifies the extent to which the proposed development 
conforms with or deviates from the relevant provisions of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2006.  
 
If you have any queries regarding this advice, please contact Adam Small, Development Assessment and Planning 
Officer, on 1300 NSW RFS. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nika Fomin 
Manager  
Planning and Environment Services (East) 
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